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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The next annual meeting of the Council is to be held at the 
Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, beginning Monday morning, 
January 9, and extending through that day and the 10th of 
January, 1922. The various Boards of Education and educational 
associations, as well as the Conference of Church Workers in 
universities will hold their meetings on the 11th and 12th of 
January. The annual meeting of the Association of American 
Colleges convenes at the Auditorium Hotel on the evening of the 
12th of January and extends, as usual, to 12 o 'clock on Saturday, 
January 14. Careful preparations are now being made for the 
programs of all these various organizations. 



THE RISING TIDE OF MINISTERIAL ENLISTMENT 

The series of articles in the New York Evening Post which 
have been appearing from time to time for a number of weeks 
on the present crisis in Protestant ministerial recruiting and 
training which were inspired by the Council office and which 
have drawn heavily upon data furnished by the Council, have 
attracted wide attention and aroused much discussion. This 
discussion is being carried on not only in the Metropolitan news- 
papers and such church papers as the Continent and Christian 
Herald, but in leading American magazines, as the Literary 
Digest, the Independent, the Nation and the Century. 

In the August 20 edition of the Independent, Dr. Franklin 
H. Giddings of Columbia University, under the caption " Can 
the Churches Be Saved?" declares that the Protestant churches 
of America have been losing influence because for more than 
a generation they have been dispensing " Bad Theology, Bad 
Christianity and Bad Protestantism." A spirited discussion of 
this article followed in a later edition of the Independent. In 
the August 24 edition of the Nation Professor Harry F. "Ward, 
of Union Theological Seminary, presents a stimulating article in 
answer to the question-topic " Can the Church Stand Fire ? " 
Mr. Glenn Frank, the editor of the Century, who, by the way, is 
a graduate of one of our denominational colleges, devotes eight 
pages in the September issue to a consideration of the question, 
" Is Our Religious Leadership Breaking Down? " As a result 
of an analysis of the Post articles, he sets forth eleven alleged 
explanations of the recent rapid decrease of ministerial candi- 
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dates, although he thinks several of the " explanations " are 
quite questionable. These are : 

1. The influence of the war; 

2. The decline of the economic status of the minister ; 

3. The decline of the social influence of the minister ; 

4. The increased attractiveness of other professions ; 

5. The minister's lack of freedom of speech; 

6. The literal interpretation of the scriptures vs. the teach- 
ings of modern science ; 

7. The setting of the minister in a class apart ; 

8. The materialism of the age; 

9. The lack of a program on the part of church leaders ; 

10. The decline of the religious life in the home ; 

11. The failure of the Interchurch "World Movement. 

Mr. Frank calls attention to changed conditions in our mod- 
ern life and declares that under former conditions such men as 
Theodore Eoosevelt, "William J. Bryan, Winston Churchill, 
Charles Eann Kennedy, Charles B. Hughes and Woodrow "Wil- 
son would have delivered their messages from the pulpit. 

Mr. Frank has demonstrated that he is something of a 
preacher himself, as has also Mr. Edward S. Martin, who in the 
July issue of Harper's devotes the four pages of the " Editor's 
Easy Chair " to a sermon on the need of a modern St. Paul, the 
discussion being continued in the October issue. 

As further indication of the evident interest of the pub- 
lic in the present problems of Christianity — for it must be as- 
sumed that even our best magazines undertake to adjust their 
supply to the demand — there may be cited the recent two-part 
article in the Atlantic on "Preaching in London," and the illu- 
minating answer in the September issue of that magazine to the 
question " "What is a Puritan? " The article in the September 
issue of Current History entitled " Is the Church on the De- 
cline? " is most reassuring. 

Nearly all of the discussions of the Post articles agree in one 
thing, at least, and that is that the present condition of the 
Protestant ministerial supply is serious. The topics themselves 
reflect this common conviction. Undoubtedly the disclosures 
of the Council's Survey Department give ground for this con- 
clusion. 
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It would be quite unfair to all of the facts, however, to leave 
the matter there. Already evidences potential and actual are 
accumulating which indicate that the bottom has been touched 
and that the movement is upward. One familiar with the signs 
of the times is able to point out 
As fundamental elements of encouragement 

That multitudes of leaders of public thought outside of the 
pulpits are emphasizing the absolute need of the maintenance 
of our religious traditions and life 

That the widespread interest and concern in this question 
within and without the churches is significant and heartening 

That the spirit of science is now less self confident and of 
theology less sectarian and provincial and both are with more 
humility seeking the truth 
As marking an important movement in church history 

27ta£thehighestclmrehauthorities — Conferences, Assemblies, 
Conventions, Councils — have recognized the task of ministerial 
enlistment as a major task and are establishing denomination 
wide machinery for furthering this work 

That in some cases already these denominational groups have 
secured more volunteers for the ministry than their estimated 
needs and these volunteers are being placed in training 

That there is developing increased demand and preparation 
for specialized phases of Christian work supplementary to the 
ministry 

That in nearly all denominations ministerial salaries are 
being increased and in many, ministerial pension funds are 
being founded 
As showing the alertness of church Boards 

That the Boards of Education are appointing student secre- 
taries — men and women — who are devoting much time and 
effort to student enlistment and guidance for the various 
phases of church work 

That these Boards, educational and missionary, are working 
in cooperation with the Student Departments of the Christian 
Associations in student conferences on life work and in other 
ways 

That the Student Volunteer Movement, closely allied with 
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the Foreign Mission Boards, never had such large numbers of 

recruits as since the war 

As bearing on the work of the schools and colleges, elementary 

and higher, public and private 

That practically all of them are carefully studying their obli- 
gations and opportunities in this field 

That occasional colleges all over the country are reporting 
unprecedented numbers of candidates for ministerial and mis- 
sionary service 

That many other colleges have reported the number of min- 
isterial candidates is on the increase 

That colleges are establishing Departments of Vocational 
Guidance with emphasis upon the claims of the Christian 
ministry 

That more than two hundred colleges and universities have 
announced their readiness to accept biblical work as credit for 
college entrance 

That the number of well equipped departments of Biblical 
Literature and of Religious Education is steadily increasing, the 
total number now being over 300 

That the demand for religious instruction for public school 
pupils and the students in tax supported institutions and inde- 
pendent universities is greater than ever before 
While as for the seminaries and training schools 

That a sympathetic and constructive study of the entire situa- 
tion in the United States and Canada has been provided for 
with the double purpose of helping to secure an increase in the 
quantity and the quality of candidates for the various phases 
of church work and this study is under the guidance of men 
and women of acknowledged statesmanship 
And finally 

That a considerable number of seminaries and training 
schools in both countries are already reporting increased enroll- 
ment of students for the year just beginning. 

Although a good many of the institutions have not yet 
opened for the fall term and quite a number of them will not 
be able to furnish their complete registration until the middle 
of October, no fewer than fifty seminaries and training schools 
in the United States and Canada have already reported to the 
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Council of Church Boards of Education an increased attendance 
over last year. Very few of these institutions report an increase 
of less than ten per cent and quite a number report an increase 
of from 50 per cent to 100 per cent. Seven institutions have re- 
ported that their attendance this fall was about the same as last 
year and one reports no new students. Three, two of them Cana- 
dian institutions, say that they have not yet recovered entirely 
from their losses of 1914. 



THE PROPOSED SEMINARY SURVEY 

The Committee on Social and Religious Surveys has author- 
ized a careful study of the theological seminaries and religious 
training schools of the United States and Canada and has in- 
vited Dr. Kelly to become the Director and Dr. Poster the Asso- 
ciate Director of this study. 

The Committee on Social and Religious Surveys was formed 
shortly after the Interchurch World Movement had discon- 
tinued its activities at the request of a group of business men 
who had been deeply interested in the Interchurch World Move- 
ment and who considered it of the utmost importance to salvage 
some of the most valuable parts of the vast mass of material gath- 
ered in connection with the surveys made by that organization. 
The present survey is the seventh to be undertaken by this 
Committee. 

The general principles to be followed in the survey as stated 
by the Executive Secretary of the Committee, Rev. Charles R. 
Watson, D.D., are : 

(1) Ascertain facts rather than opinion or surmise and 
follow the facts to their legitimate conclusions. 

(2) Make efficiency the touchstone, that is, gather the facts 
and interpret them in such a way as to give a firm basis for im- 
proving the training institutions and for strengthening the 
appeal of all forms of Christian ministry. 

(3) Take a sympathetic and co-operative attitude towards 
the training institutions and place the results of the survey at 
their disposal. 

An Advisory Committee is being organized whose function 
it is to counsel with the surveyors, to criticize the results and to 
assist in making effective contacts with the various training in- 



